
Th
is p

resen
tatio

n
 is th

e w
o

rk p
ro

d
u

ct o
f th

e Lo
s A

n
geles C

o
u

n
ty C

h
ief Execu

tive O
ffice an

d
 m

ay n
o

t b
e rep

ro
d

u
ced

 o
r d

istrib
u

ted
 w

ith
o

u
t p

rio
r p

erm
issio

n
 fro

m
 th

e C
EO

. Program Overview

Los Angeles County

CARE Court



Th
is p

resen
tatio

n
 is th

e w
o

rk p
ro

d
u

ct o
f th

e Lo
s A

n
geles C

o
u

n
ty C

h
ief Execu

tive O
ffice an

d
 m

ay n
o

t b
e rep

ro
d

u
ced

 o
r d

istrib
u

ted
 w

ith
o

u
t p

rio
r p

erm
issio

n
 fro

m
 th

e C
EO

. 

Contents

LA County CARE Court |  2

1. What Is CARE Court?

2. CARE Court In LA County 

3. Who Does This Program Help?

4. Who Can Petition?

5. How To File A Petition

6. What Is In A CARE Agreement/Plan?

7. How Is CARE Court Different From Assisted Outpatient Treatment (AOT)?

8. What Other DMH Programs May Be Right For You?

1

2

3

4

5

7

8

6



Th
is p

resen
tatio

n
 is th

e w
o

rk p
ro

d
u

ct o
f th

e Lo
s A

n
geles C

o
u

n
ty C

h
ief Execu

tive O
ffice an

d
 m

ay n
o

t b
e rep

ro
d

u
ced

 o
r d

istrib
u

ted
 w

ith
o

u
t p

rio
r p

erm
issio

n
 fro

m
 th

e C
EO

. 

What is CARE Court?
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New CIVIL COURT PROCESS established to:

• Focus counties and other local governments on serving persons with untreated 
schizophrenia spectrum or other psychotic disorders

• Provide behavioral health and housing resources and services

• Protect self-determination and civil liberties by providing legal counsel and 
promoting supported decision making

• Intervene sooner in the lives of those in need to provide support

• Ensure local governments have support while driving accountability for their role

Community 
Assistance, 
Recovery &
Empowerment 
Act

Source: Senate Bill 1338 Community Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment (CARE) Court Program

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1338
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CARE Court in LA County
Base path

Additional steps 
for certain types 
of cases

LOCATION: NORWALK COURTHOUSE

Initial 
Hearing

DMH takes over 
as petitioner

Other
petitioner

DMH as 
petitioner

Court 
Review of 

CARE Report

Case 
Management 

Hearing

Evaluation 
Review 
Hearing

Reappoint to 
program?

Prima Facie 
Determination

order additional 
DMH investigation 

and CARE report

CARE Plan 
Review 
Hearing

1-Year Status 
Review 
Hearing 

(at Month 11)

Progress Review 
Hearings 

(every 60 days)

Status Review 
Hearings 

(every 60 days)

Status Review 
Hearings 

(every 60 days)

YES

If elect to 
remain or 

involuntarily 
reappointed

Hearing 
on 

Merits

Does not accept 
CARE Agreement 

(work to CARE Plan)

Meets 
prima facie?

Proceed 
with case?

Meets CARE 
Criteria?

Enter/likely to enter 
CARE Agreement?

YESYES YES

Ready to graduate?

Likely to meet 
criteria?

Meets criteria?

Agree to CARE 
Plan?

YES

YES

YES

YES, and…

Graduation 
Hearing
(at Month 12)

Treatment Implementation & Court OversightDetermination & Treatment OrderAssessmentCase Initiation

Prompt review 
upon filing

14 court days (or 28 court days 
if DMH report ordered)

14  days to case mgmt hearing 
(+35 more days if CARE Plan

path must be pursued)

30 days to preparestatus review hearings every 60 days until month 1110 days or concurrent to 
initial hearing

Timeline

LA County CARE Court |  6
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Who Does This Program Help?
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✓ 18 years or older

✓ Has diagnosis in disorder class: Schizophrenia Spectrum and Other Psychotic Disorders

✓ Currently experiencing behaviors & symptoms associated with severe mental illness (SMI)

✓ Not clinically stabilized in on-going voluntary treatment

✓ Participation in a CARE Plan or Agreement is the least restrictive alternative

✓ Likely to benefit from participating in a CARE Plan or Agreement

✓ At least one of the following: 

• Unlikely to survive safely without supervision and condition is substantially deteriorating

• Needs services & supports to prevent relapse or deterioration, leading to grave disability or harm to others 

Source: Senate Bill 1338 Community Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment (CARE) Court Program § 5972

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1338
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⚫ Person with whom 
respondent resides

⚫ Spouse, parent, 
sibling, child, 
grandparent or 
other individual in 
place of a parent

⚫ Respondent (i.e., 
self-petition)

“FAMILY / HOME”

⚫ Director of a hospital, or designee, in 
which respondent is hospitalized 
(including for 5150s, 5250s)

⚫ Director of a public/charitable 
organization providing behavioral 
health services or whose institution 
respondent resides

⚫ Licensed behavioral health 
professional, or designee treating 
respondent for mental illness

⚫ First responder (e.g., peace officer, 
firefighter, paramedic, mobile crisis 
response, homeless outreach worker)

“COMMUNITY”

⚫ Public guardian, or 
designee

⚫ County behavioral 
health director, or 
designee (e.g., DMH 
CARE-LA team)

⚫ Director of adult 
protective services, 
or designee

“COUNTY”

⚫ Director of a 
California Indian 
health services 
program, California 
tribal behavioral 
health department, 
or designee

⚫ Judge of a tribal 
court located in CA, 
or designee

“TRIBAL JURISDICTION”

Who Can Petition?

LA County CARE Court |  8Source: Senate Bill 1338 Community Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment (CARE) Court Program § 5974

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1338
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How to File a Petition
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• Complete petition (CARE-100) – remember to fill out all 
requested information

• Additionally, provide the required documentation:

• Completed Mental Health Declaration (CARE-101) from 
licensed behavioral health provider

- OR -

• Evidence the respondent was detained for a minimum of 
two periods of intensive treatment (aka, WIC 5250 holds), 
the most recent one within the previous 60 days

• Petitions can be filed in-person at Norwalk and Hollywood Courthouses and anywhere Self-Help Centers are 
located. Future plan to also offer e-file option. 

• Help is available online and at Self-Help Centers located in courthouses where family law matters are heard
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What Is In A CARE Agreement/Plan?
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Behavioral Health Services

Medications

Social Services & Supports

Housing Resources

Source: Senate Bill 1338 Community Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment (CARE) Court Program § 5982

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1338
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What Is In A CARE Agreement/Plan? cont’d
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LA County Proposal for Behavioral Health Bridge Housing (BHBH) - Round 1
Submitted April 28, 2023 (decision to be announced June 2023)

LA COUNTY 
ALLOCATION

Sunsets 
June 30, 2027

BRIDGE HOUSING 
OPERATIONAL & 
SUPPORTIVE 
SERVICES
$241M

Shelter / Interim Housing (90 days to 2 years)

Rental assistance that must include access to clinical and supportive 
behavioral health care

Housing navigation for BHBH clients

Navigation includes:
• Participant Assistance Funds (one-time costs to move in)
• Landlord Outreach and Mitigation Funds

FLEXIBLE 
FUNDING 
CATEGORIES
$80M

County BHBH program implementation

Outreach and engagement

Bridge housing start-up infrastructure

75%

25%

TOTAL

$321M

Source: DMH Board Briefing: Behavioral Health Bridge Housing Update (April 12, 2023) 

County (DMH + DPH/SAPC) Housing Strategy for CARE Court Population 

• $61M to DPH/SAPC
• $260M to DMH
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How is CARE Court Different From AOT?

LA County CARE Court |  12

✓ CARE has narrow list of mental illness diagnoses which qualify

✓ CARE allows for a supporter to assist with treatment team and supportive decision making

✓ CARE program duration is for one year (with a second year granted if necessary)

✓ CARE will be available in every county statewide by 2025—no matter the insurance plan!

✓ CARE has large list of qualifying petitioners
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What Other DMH Programs Are Available?
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ERS
Enhanced 
Residential 

Services
(Voluntary)

IMD
Institute 

for Mental 
Disease
(Locked)

5150 LPS
Psychiatric 

Hospital
(Locked)

AOT
Assisted 

Outpatient 
Treatment

FSP
Full Service
Partnership 

(MHSA)

REENTRY SERVICES

CRISIS STABILIZATION

OUTPATIENT SERVICES

Outpatient 
Treatment –

Field Based

HOME
Homeless 

Outreach&Mobile 
Engagement 

(Voluntary)

Outpatient 
Treatment –

Clinic Office 
Based

CARE
Community 
Assistance 
Recovery & 

Empowerment 
Act

Most restrictive Least restrictive

CRTP
Crisis Residential 

Treatment 
Program

(Voluntary)
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County Mental Health Resources
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https://dmh.lacounty.gov/988-information/

Multi-lingual service referrals, emotional support, and 
mental health resources 

available 24/7 at LACDMH’s Help Line  (800) 854-7771

https://dmh.lacounty.gov/988-information/



